
Rieger's Monogram Whiskey 2018 Oloroso Bota 
The second annual release of the Rieger’s Monogram Whiskey Collection –  

A continuation of the 2017 bottling, a blend of Whiskeys finished in century old Oloroso Botas 
 
The Blend: 10-year old Corn Whiskey + a blend of 5- and 11-year old Straight Rye Whiskeys, all 
finished for up to 30 months in Oloroso Sherry Botas. 50% abv. 1,200 bottles made. 
The Botas: 500-liter barrels from the Williams & Humbert Drysack 15-year Oloroso Especial, 
approximately 100 years in age.  
 
2018 Monogram Whiskey revisits our incredible Botas in Kansas City. 
Our 2018 Monogram Whiskey revisits our incredible solera, created using four nearly century-
old 500-liter barrels (referred to in Spain as “botas”) that were removed from the actual solera of 
the Williams & Humbert Drysack 15-year Oloroso Especial and shipped to our distillery in 
Kansas City, Missouri expressly for creating a one-of-a-kind finish.  
 
A Whiskey Solera comes of age. 
Our experience working in Jerez, Spain (where Sherry comes from) told us that we had to go 
beyond traditional blending with our Oloroso Bota Monogram release; we had to create a system 
of fractional blending. Back in 2015, we decided unanimously to turn our first experiments into a 
working solera by using the only known century old Sherry botas in the United States. We began 
the process of rocios (or at least a version of a sacando), removing the Whiskey from each Bota 
to place it into the solera, and then replacing the removed, finished Corn and Rye Whiskeys with 
incremental unfinished, aged Corn and Rye Whiskeys, respectively. After two-and-a-half years 
(30 months) of resting in the 500-liter botas that had previously held Oloroso Sherry for nearly a 
century, this whiskey solera is really starting to settle into itself. 
 
Let’s do the math: We have four Sherry botas, and 30 months ago we filled three with an 8-
year-old Corn Whiskey and the fourth with a blend of 5- and 10-year-old Rye Whiskey to receive 
an honest Oloroso finish. Now we have a luscious blend of Oloroso-infused Whiskey. The 
influence of time in the Sherry Botas makes this year’s Monogram Whiskey sweet, round and 
delicious, but it finishes bone dry, and the confectionary flavors of the sweet Sherry aren’t all up 
front — this is all about the whiskey, and indeed, the whiskey is delivering the mail. 
 
The 2018 Blend: Our 2018 Rieger’s Monogram Whiskey picks up where our 2017 release left 
off by drawing from the original solera that we began in June 2015 as the base.  While similar to 
last year’s release, there is a moderate difference to the final composition in the Solera, both 
with respect to percentage of each Whiskey used out of each Bota as well as general finishing 
time.  Our 2018 Oloroso Bota Monogram release is comprised of a combination of Whiskey 
from our 2017 blend with Whiskeys that remained in three of the four Botas for an additional 
year. The 2017 blend included Rye Whiskey from the fourth barrel, but with no additional Rye 
added to the 2018 blend.  
 
The 2018 Monogram is soft, warm, velvety and round. 
It is a perfect marriage of the rich, deep, dark fruit and nuttiness of the Oloroso Sherry, with the 
spices and confectionary tones of the American oak Botas, but it is Whiskey. All elements come 
together in perfect harmony.  
 

Taste  
Reminiscent of a good pipe, with an almost Cavendish taste, it is also earthy, with 
mushroom and cedar notes. It starts as butterscotch barrels, but turns into sassafras, with 
the fruit of caramel apples, ripe apricots, chestnuts and savory caramelized root vegetables.   
 



Palate & Finish 
Some high note spices of nutmeg and clove, with perhaps a touch of cinnamon, but soft, 
with a hint of ginger candy, make it finish like pecan pie. This rich, deeply layered and 
complex whiskey is extremely well-balanced and has a very long finish. 

 
 
A brief history of our Whiskey Solera – and why it matters. 
Tasters and whiskey lovers agree that our core whiskey, Rieger’s Kansas City Whiskey, is a blend 
that exceeds the sum of its parts. The argument could be made that Rieger’s Kansas City Whiskey 
stands apart because of the addition of Oloroso Sherry. From the beginning, it was the missing 
link in blending our Whiskey – an historic ingredient that can be traced back to pre-Prohibition 
days – and one that lends a profound flavor profile. Williams & Humbert, longtime friends and 
celebrated producers in the Jerez region of Spain, helped us source the Oloroso which we blend 
in as the last step of our Rieger’s Kansas City Whiskey production. From those first trials, we 
started to ask: if we’re adding Sherry to Whiskey, why not put Whiskey in the Sherry? For that we 
needed something very rare: legitimate Sherry Botas. To be clear, these are not just cask-
conditioned barrels as all “Sherry Cask Finished” products typically are, they are part of the 
historic solera in Spain, perhaps the most precious commodity of Jerez. Williams & Humbert 
agreed to ship a piece of its legacy to the U.S. to help shape history of our own; they gave us four 
nearly century-old Sherry Botas from the same solera that produces the remarkable Drysack 15-
year Oloroso Especial used in our classic Rieger’s Kansas City Whiskey.   
 


