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VinePair Survey Reveals the Truth About White Wines 
A Popular Spanish White Achieves a 99% Approval Rating 

NEW YORK, NY (March 17, 2016) — A recent survey by dynamic wine community VinePair sheds light on how we 
really feel about white wines. Are they just for warm weather or do we drink them year-round? What do we like most 
about white wines? And with so many great whites to choose from which wines stand apart from the pack? 1,000 wine-
savvy VinePair readers ranging in age from millennials to boomers participated in a survey commissioned by DO Rías 
Baixas.    

We drink white wines all year – and it turns out we drink quite a lot of them. So what if it’s cold outside! 
79% of readers drink white wine year-round, and with gusto. 80% of VinePair readers drink white wine at least a few 
times monthly, with 34% imbibing as often as weekly or daily.    

What we like about white wines. An overwhelming 85% of VinePair respondents reported that white wine is 
“refreshing and easy to drink.” 59% cited that “white wine pairs well with food,” while half of those surveyed noted that 
they “love drinking it on its own,” and that “it doesn’t taste heavy.” 20% of readers revealed that “it’s my favorite thing to 
unwind with.” 39% “like it all!” when it comes to their preferred style of white wine, while 48% lean towards crisper, 
refreshing styles (versus the richer, full-bodied profile of California Chardonnay). 

We’re willing to spend for the right bottle of white wine. Given the strong preferences expressed for white 
wines, it’s not surprising that readers will spend a little extra. 85% of those surveyed spend at least $10-$15 per bottle, 
with 26% spending up to $15-$20 on average. And there’s more! 9% of readers are really indulging with an average spend 
of over $20 to find a great white. 

We’re “worldly” in our preference for white wine regions and grape varieties. There may have been a time 
when we were less adventurous in our choices, but that’s not the case today. Sauvignon Blanc was the top choice for 
readers in ranking their favorite white grape variety, but Pinot Grigio, Riesling, Albariño, Viognier, Chardonnay and 
Chenin Blanc were all comparably ranked. And while over 70% of readers indicated that the United States was their 
leading country-of-choice for white wines, 54% of readers ranked France high. Another 40-45% added New Zealand and 
Italy to the rankings, and over 28% cited Spain and Germany. 

A white wine from Spain can get a 99% approval rating! Over two-thirds of those polled had tried Albariño 
from Rías Baixas, and of that number 95% “loved it” (40%) or “liked it” (55%). Overall, 99% of readers “approved” of 
Albariño from Rías Baixas, ranking it high in popularity with other world-class whites. 

To request more information about the survey and the wines of DO Rías Baixas – including samples of current Spring 
releases – please contact Nadea Mina, nadea@gregorywhitepr.com.  

About DO Rías Baixas
Denomination of Origin (DO) Rías Baixas is renowned for the Albariño grape, an indigenous variety that produces some 
of the world’s foremost white wines. Located in the Galicia region of northwestern Spain, the DO was formally 
established in 1988. Albariño has always been the flagship of this coastal region. In Rías Baixas’ unique climate, Albariño 
shares the same mineral-rich soils and cool climate as the world’s leading white wine regions, including Loire Valley, New 
Zealand and the Rhine. Click here for more information about Albariño wines from Rías Baixas. 
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