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FOUNDERS BREWING CO. RELEASES HARVEST ALE 
The 2018 release features 100% local Michigan hops 

** Samples are Available this Month Only ** 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., October 1, 2018 – According to 
a recent report from Hop Growers of America, your next 
craft beer is more likely than ever to contain Michigan hops. 
Founders Brewing Co. is celebrating the rise of local hops 
with this year’s release of Harvest Ale, a wet-hopped ale. 
An annual mainstay since the early-2000s, Harvest Ale is 
the brewery’s ode to the beauty of American hops grown 
in their backyard.  
 
Founders proudly uses 100% locally-grown wet hops in 
this year’s batch of Harvest Ale, which speaks to the 
growth of quality in the local hop farming industry. 

Harvested as small flowers from trailing vines, hops add complex aromas and flavors to beer, and have distinct 
personalities that vary greatly from farm-to-farm. Founders sources from a number of local Michigan hop farms, 
including MI Local, Hop Head Farms, and Pure Mitten. To guarantee freshness, the brewing team works around 
the clock to transform the fresh hop cones into Harvest Ale. According to Brewmaster, Jeremy Kosmicki, “it is 
an arduous, tiring process,” but there are few beers he enjoys brewing more. Harvest Ale marks the return of 
fall, and the hands-on production process transforms the brewery into an aromatic, greenhouse-like space that 
is unique to this season. 
 

Click here to view Founders at work during the 2018 Michigan hops harvest 

Harvest Ale is available nationally in bottles through October 2018. Founders will also celebrate the return of the 
beer at their annual Harvest Party, a tribute to the American hop. Hosted at their Grand Rapids taproom on 
October 13, Harvest Party will feature live music, special food offerings and an impressive tap list. Harvest Ale 
is available in 4-packs of 12oz bottles and on draft across the brewery’s distribution footprint. It has a suggested 
retail price of $12.99/4-pack – please note that pricing will vary depending on the market. Samples of Harvest 
Ale are available this month only. Please reach out to Amanda Davis (amanda@gregoryvine.com) for more 
information. 
 
About Founders Brewing Co. 
Established in 1997 by two craft beer enthusiasts—Dave Engbers and Mike Stevens—with day jobs and a 
dream, Founders Brewing Co. brews complex, in-your-face ales, with huge aromatics and tons of flavor. 
Founders ranks among the top 10 largest craft breweries in the U.S. and is one of the fastest growing. The 
brewery has received numerous awards from the World Beer Cup and the Great American Beer Festival and 
RateBeer and BeerAdvocate users often rate its beers among the best in the world. Located in downtown Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, Founders is a proud member of the Michigan Brewers Guild. For more information, visit 
foundersbrewing.com or follow Founders on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.  


